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Abstract: In October 2020, archaeological excavation at the newly discovered sacrificial
pits of Sanxingdui site officially kicked off. As the excavation proceeds, a large number of elephant
tusks have been unearthed, which are basically in a water-saturated state and poorly preserved as
they have been buried in a damp underground environment for long. In order to keep them in a
relatively stable state, the tusks are fixed with polymer bandages and extracted in whole for further
laboratory sorting. The cleared up tusks are stored in a dedicated warechouse with low temperature
and high humidity after moisturizing and sterilization. The successful extraction and preservation of
elephant tusks unearthed in the No. 3 sacrificial pit of Sanxingdui site shows that medical polymer
bandage has an application advantage over the gypsum extraction method, which is of reference
value for field preservation of similar unearthed relics.

Key Words: Sanxingdui Site, Ancient elephant tusks, Field preservation at archaeological
site, Polymer bandage
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