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Abstract: The Baodun Culture built 8 cities in southwestern and central Chengdu Plain
during 4500 B.P. and 3700 B.P., from the technique of heaping up soil on both sides to build the
city walls, the shapes and sizes of the sites, and the group layout containing a large city and several
small cities, similarities can be noticed between Baodun Culture and Qujialing-Shijiahe Culture
located in the middle reaches of Yangtze River. Together they constitute one of the three major
types of prehistoric city site groups in China (other than the rammed city site group in the Central
Plains and the stone city site group in the north). Constructed with more normalized techniques
and designs, the Baodun ancient city site group is slightly later, and suggests a major origin from
the middle reaches of the Yangtze River, and a possible cause related to the event of “moving
Sanmiao to Sanwei” in ancient Chinese history.

The first period of Sanxingdui Culture which is located in northern Chengdu Plain and dates to
4800 to 4000 years ago, mainly stemmed from the Guiyuanqgiao Culture which came down from the
northwestern mountain areas 5000 to 4800 years ago. As they had not master the technique of city
building, people mainly lived along the rivers and established an ultra-large central settlement with
an area of 5 million square meters in Sanxingdui, which further developed into the “Sanxingdui
Culture” 4000 to 3200 years ago. They were also regarded as the founding ancestors by the owner
of the “ancient State of Shu”

The first period of Sanxingdui Culture and the Baodun Culture used to coexist in southern and
northern Chengdu Plain, sharing many similarities in their cultural features. However, they each
had a central settlement covering millions of square meters, with many differences in terms of age,
region, forms of settlement, cultural factors, origins and subsequent developments. They could be
different cultures belonging to the “King Cancong of Shu State” and “King Baiguan of Shu
State” respectively in the legend of Shu.

Key Words: Baodun Culture, Ancient City Site Group, First period of Sanxingdui Culture,
Cancong Clan, Baiguan Clan
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