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Abstract: During the prosperous period of Sanxingdui culture, it might have been a
theocracy with sacrificial activities as a symbol of national authority and an important form of
maintaining the unity of national ideology and organization. It was an organic component and an
important type of the pluralistic integration of the Chinese civilization. The appearance of "altars"
of various forms and numerous bronze statues of gods, human figures, mystical beasts and artifacts
represented the ideal form when the ancient people of Sanxingdui carried out a large number of
sacrificial ceremonies, and reflected that holding various sacrificial activities had become the norm
at that time. The "temple", which was gradually built and continuously expanded to keep sacrificial
offerings and hold rituals, became the central place for regular sacrificial activities and management
functions in the theocracy of Sanxingdui, forming the religious and political center of the whole
state. A special custom was formed to bury the sacrificial artifacts in pits after the rituals, as a
symbol that they were sent to heaven and the divine realm, in order to express their respect and
dedication to the ancestors and gods of heaven and earth. With the thriving of sacrificial activities
at Sanxingdui, its basic structure came into being which was constituted by altar, temple and
sacrificial pits. In general, being a theocracy is the main internal cause of the miraculous attributes
of Sanxingdui culture; excessive consumption is the fundamental reason for its rapid decline and
formation of large sacrificial pits; the early Silk Road is the external reason for the rich variety
of Sanxingdui culture. "Unity in diversity" is the historical positioning of Sanxingdui culture in
Chinese civilization. "Without an in-depth study of Ba-Shu culture, the panorama of the origin and
development of Chinese civilization cannot be presented."

Key Words: Sanxingdui, Altars, Temple, Sacrificial pits
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