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Abstract: The Jialing River originates from the Dai Wang Mountain at the northern slope of
the Qinling Mountains in Fengxian County, Shaanxi Province. With a total length of 1,345 km, it is
a level 1 tributary of the Yangtze River and a channel connecting the Chengdu Plain and the upper
reaches of the Yangtze River west of the Three Gorges, as well as connecting Hubei and Shaanxi
through the upper reaches of the Han River (Hanshui). The connections suggest the extreme
importance of the Jialing River valley for us to understand the interactions of Pre-Qin cultures
throughout the Sichuan region. However, the lack of archaeological work goes against in-depth
studies in this region. From January to April 2018, Sichuan Province Institute of Cultural Relics and
Archaeology and other institutions jointly conducted archaeological surveys in the middle reaches
of the Jialing River (Langzhong-Yilong section), finding 12 Pre-Qin sites in total.

These Pre-Qin sites, in terms of unearthed artifacts, represent the periods of late Neolithic,
Shang & Western Zhou and Eastern Zhou respectively. In terms of distribution, they were mainly
located on the secondary terraces of the Jialing River, backed by mountains and facing the water,
mostly on the side overlooking the Jialing River. In some of the sites, the upper part of Shang-
Zhou cultural layer is silt sand, indicating that a catastrophic flood took place in this area during
the Shang-Zhou period, forcing the communities living there to move to other places. Judged by
the scale, most of the sites only covered small areas, ranging from tens of thousands to hundreds
of thousands of square meters. Mega sites covering over 1 million square meters are only found in
urban areas of Langzhong and Pengchengba. The Pengchengba site proves to be a central settlement
during the Shang-Zhou period with the bronze Ge with tiger motif unearthed there, while the bronze
Zhong, Ding and vessel bases discovered at the Lanjiaba site were dated to the Eastern Zhou period,
indicating that it had become the central settlement of the region at that time.

Key Words: Langzhong, Nanbu County, Yilong County, Pre-Qin, settlement
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