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Abstract: The ancient Shu region mainly refers to the area under the rule of the ancient
Shu state and the surrounding areas deeply influenced by it. The core of the ancient Shu region
is Chengdu Plain, which radiates north to Guangyuan in northern Sichuan, east to the banks of
the Yangtze River in eastern Sichuan, and west to the eastern foot of the western mountains. The
southern boundary is not clear at present, but its influence reaches the Chishui River basin, so its
southern boundary should not be too far away.

The ancient Shu region should have a relatively complete sacrificial system. The literature
about ancient Shu region is very scarce. Considering that archaeological remains in ancient Shu
reflect a lot of influences from Central China in the pre-Qin period, including sacrificial activities,
the literature records of sacrificial activities in Central China during the pre-Qin period may serve
as an important reference for this study. Combined with the discovery of more and more relevant
sacrificial remains in recent years, the sacrificial system in ancient Shu region can be preliminarily
discussed.

By comprehensively comparing the characteristics of the plane shape, the accumulation, the
burial and preservation of cultural relics, we can divide the sacrificial remains in the ancient Shu
region into six categories and six levels, which lasted from the fourth period of the Erlitou culture
to the late Western Zhou Period, and concentrated from the middle Shang Dynasty to the early
Western Zhou Period. The pits No.1 to No.4, No.7 and No.8 in the Sanxingdui sacrificial area are
the highest level burial pits for sacrificial objects, while other sacrificial remains are sacrificial pits.
According to Zuo Zhuan and other documents, the sacrificial rites in ancient Shu region can be
divided into capital sacrificial rites and local sacrificial rites. Sacrificial rites for the four seasons
and the sacrificial rites named "Di" are high level sacrificial activities which could only be held in
the capital, and hosted by the ruling class. Local sacrificial activities, with a relatively lower level,
include the "suburb sacrifice" which were held in the suburbs of the capital, and the sacrificial rites
named "Wang" which were held in mountains or at river banks in the border areas. There were also
other common rituals with the lowest level. Sacrificial rites for the four seasons and the sacrificial
rites named "Di" is held fixedly in the ancestral temple, while other sacrificial activities have no
fixed place.

Key Words: Ancient Shu Region, Sacrificial Pits, Burial Pits for Sacrificial Objects, System
of Sacrifice
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