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The Excavation of Burials of the

Neolithic Period and Tang Dynasty

in Lijiawan Site of Xichang City,
Sichuan

Sichuan Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology

Southwestern Archaeology and Cultural Relics Research
Center, Chongqing Normal University

Museum of Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture
Xichang Municipal Institute of Cultural Relics

KEYWORDS: Xichang City, Sichuan Lijiawan Site Urn Burials Neolithic Period Tang Dynasty

ABSTRACT: From February to June of 2017, Sichuan Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology
conducted excavation to Lijiawan site and recovered about 600 remains including ash pits, ash ditches, house
foundations, column bases and burials. 10 urn burials were found of the late Neolithic age, all of which were in
oval shape, with one big urn and a small urn fastening oppositely and obliquely. There is a circular perforation
in the middle of bottom of several urns. No human bones are found in the coffin. A total of 13 pottery urns
are unearthed. 11 Tang tombs are found, all of which are earthen shaft pit tombs, in shape of rectangular. No
human bones are found in the tombs. Grave goods were placed on the south of the tomb chamber, including
7 ding, 5 basin, 3 fu, 2 bo, one stone knife and 2 coins. The remains of the Neolithic period and Tang dynasty
unearthed in this excavation are the first time recovered in the Anning river region. The excavation provided
important archaeological data for the research on Neolithic archaeological culture along Anning river and Tang
dynasty burial custom and cultural interaction between Anning river valley, Yunnan province and northwestern

Sichuan during the Tang Dynasty.
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