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Abstract: Located in Panzhihua city of Sichuan Province, the Huilongwan cave was a
Paleolithic cave site in the Jinshajiang River Basin. In 1987 an initial excavation was carried out at
this site, during which abundant lithic artifacts, fossils as well as delicate polished bone tools were
discovered. According to the latest dating results, the upper cultural layer of the cave site is 23.8-
23.4ka cal BP, while the lower cultural layer which lacks dating results presumably belongs to the
Upper Paleolithic as well according to the features of the lithic technologies. The research shows
that the reducing techniques seen in both cultural layers are similar, which consist of freehand
percussion, bipolar percussion as well as ridged-hammer bipolar percussion. However, bipolar
percussion and ridged-hammer bipolar percussion are more commonly seen in the upper cultural
layer than in the lower cultural layer. Lithic tools at the Huilongwan cave are simply retouched and
primarily scrapers. Moreover, tools in the upper cultural layer show more diversity in types and are
slightly larger in size than those in the lower cultural layer. With an accurate date, the Huilongwan
cave is the only known Upper Paleolithic site in Panzhihua city, making it essential for investigating
the regional culture of Late Pleistocene.
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