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Abstract: The Tanguanshan site in Dongpo District of Meishan City is situated on the south
bank of East Liquan River, which is a tributary of the Minjiang River. From March to November
2020, a joint archaeological excavation was conducted by Sichuan Province Institute of Cultural
Relics and Archaeology and other institutions as a salvage archaeological project, covering an
area of 600m’, during which 246 pieces of stone artifacts were recovered including cores, flakes,
debris, choppers, scrapers, denticulates, and chunks. Three groups of refitted stone artifacts were
identified. Quartz sandstone made up the majority of raw materials at the site, which were available
from local ancient riverbeds. Analysis shows that direct hard hammer percussion without core
preparation is the principal flaking technique. Chopper-cores account for the main type of cores.
Most whole flakes were produced with a natural platform. Stratigraphic comparison suggests that
the site possibly deposited during the middle stage of Middle Pleistocene. As the first site dated to
Paleolithic Age in Chengdu Plain, the excavation of Tanguanshan site is of great significance in the
study of early hominid occupation, migration and cultural exchange during Pleistocene.

Key Words: Chengdu Plain, Tanguanshan site, Paleolithic age, Pebble tool industry
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