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Abstract: In 2019, Sichuan Province Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology organized
an investigation focusing on Paleolithic remains in Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, which
revealed 23 new localities on the high terraces of the major rivers in Ganzi, and discovered
110 pieces of lithics, including handaxes. All localities were situated on tertiary terraces. Lithic
production mainly exploited river cobbles, using freehand percussion as the major technique to
produce flakes and tools. The assemblage is very diverse with cores, flakes, choppers, scrapers,
handaxes and so on. These findings fill up the blanks of Paleolithic sites on Western Sichuan
Plateau, and provide important clues for further analysis on the distribution and origin of handaxes
in East Asia as well as human evolution on higher altitudes.
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