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Abstract: This paper systematically summarizes the surveys and studies on grottoes and
cliff carvings in Sichuan and Chongqing from 2011 to 2020. In terms of the publication of basic
materials, the number of achievements has increased dramatically, with a more comprehensive
publication of materials. Reversed from focusing on northern Sichuan, scholars have been
paying more attention on small-sized and scattered caves and niches, and carried out systematic
investigations in eastern and western Sichuan. At the same time, a large number of research findings
have emerged, in addition to traditional research subjects such as themes, styles and inscriptions,
scholars are increasingly targeting the caves or niches in a certain region or a specific era, and
explore the development and change of the grottoes and cliff carvings in Sichuan and Chongqing
in a larger space-time range. There are also studies from new perspectives, such as architecture,
landscape and so on. However, research progress is still limited due to insufficiently released
basic materials and overdue publications of archaeological reports, as well as over emphasis on
the grottoes and cliff carvings themselves and ignorance of their neighboring sites. Fundamental
research on subdivision and periodization in certain regions are worthy to be expanded and
deepened. The interpretation of themes is the main subject at the present stage, which has been
repeatedly discussed, while more attentions are required on the study of people’s ideology and
religious beliefs through the interpretation of themes.
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