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The Excavation of the Stone Cist Burial Cemetery of the Han Dynasty at Rilong Town in

Xiaojin County, Ngawa Prefecture, Sichuan

Sichuan Provincial Cultural Relics and Archaeology Research Institute
Ngawa Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefectural Commission for Preservation of Ancient Monuments

Commission for Preservation of Ancient Monuments, Xiaojin County

In June and July 2005, Sichuan Provincial Cultural Relics and Archaeology Research Institute and
other institutions jointly conducted rescue excavation to a stone cist cemetery of the Han Dynasty located in
Rilong Town, Xiaojin County, Ngawa Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan Province. The
excavation recovered 41 burials in total, which were densely and orderly arranged; all of the burials were
rectangular earthen pit graves with stone cist usually in rectangular or trapezoidal plans as the burial
receptacles. The grave goods, including pottery wares, bronze and iron objects, jades, stone and bone
implements, were mostly set nearby the head of the burial occupant or in the recesses on the walls.
Comprehensively estimating from the burial structures and unearthed artifacts, these burials are dated
between the mid and late Western Han through the mid and late Eastern Han Dynasty. The location of the
Rilong stone cist burial cemetery is on the key node of the westward advancing route of the Qiang people,
and the excavation of this cemetery provided new data for the study on the cultural connotation of the stone

cist burials in southwestern China.
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