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New Discoveries and New Understandings of Sanxingdui Burial Pits
Sun Hua & Peng Siyu

Abstract: Four of the six newly discovered burial pits in the southern part of the Sanxingdui site are
relatively regular, with the same stratigraphic relationship and burial situation as the two previously
discovered pits, and most of the buried utensils in different pits can be combined with each other, and the
carbon dating data of the newly discovered pits are basically the same, this confirms that these pits are all
concurrent, and the burial date is during the late Yin Hui period at the end of the Shang Dynasty (about
1100-1150 B. C.). The ancient dwellers of Sanxingdui collected the temple josses and furnishings that
had been damaged for some reason, leveled a site along the southwest wall of the sacrificial area, and
planned six burial pits with symbolic arrangement, and transported the damaged temple fosses to the edge
of the site pit, and buried them sequentially from southeast to northwest. New materials prove that the
ancient dwellers of Sanxingdui had a religious system with the three human-head & bird-body gods as the
central deities and two large sacred trees symbolizing the sun as the background of the universe. Nearly
100 life-size bronze and wood figures are representatives of the nobles of the Sanxingdui ruling class, and
the reason that they made their own images may aim at attaching their spirit and soul to these statues in
order to serve for the gods at any time and listen to the call of them. We can estimate that those strangely
combined bronze ware fragments in the Sanxingdui burial pits may be the four pieces of worship bronze
objects that were placed in front of the statues, and among them, the bronze statue of a bird-leg god
heading a container may be a junior god who conveys the will of the senior god. The era in which the
ancient dwellers began to dig the Sanxingdui burial pits is just the time during which the civilization of
Sanxingdui was declining and the civilization of Jinsha Village rose in Chengdu, it was also the time
during which the decline of the Shang Dynasty was declining and Zhou-Kingdom was rising, and the
Sanxingdui burial pit should be related to these historical backgrounds.

Keywords: Sanxingdui; the Burial Pits; Bronze Statues; Bronze Wares; Offering Sacrifices to Josses

or Ancestors

Restudies on Cangbaobao Sacrifice Pit of Sanxingdui—Relic
Fu Yue & Ran Honglin

Abstract: In addition to the eight sacrificial pits that are in hot studies at present of the Sanxingdui-
Relic, the Cangbaobao Sacrifice Pit is one sacrificial pit which was excavated in 1987 and is of great
value for promoting the relevant research of Sanxingdui sacrificial area. The dissection of the city wall of
Cangbaobao provides us important conditions for re-understanding the Cangbaobao sacrificial pit. The
Cangbaobao Sacrifice Pit is situated on the inner side of the middle of the Cangbaobao City Wall, stacked
under the cultural accumulation on the north side of the wall, and the age is roughly equivalent to the
upper level of Erligang to the first period of Yinxu-Relic in the Central Plains, that is in the period of
Shang Dynasty. The characteristics of the Cangbaobao sacrificial pit in terms of the shape, the

accumulation, and the buried utensils are obviously different from other ordinary grey soil pits, and
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should be a sacrificial pit.

Keywords: Sanxindui-Relic; the Cangbaobao Sacrificial Pit; Bronze Plaque; the Era

Studies on the Hairstyle, Clothes—Accessories and the Functions of the Head—Twisting &

Kneel-Sitting Bronze Image in Sanxingdui—Relic
He Xiaoge

Abstract: Many brand-new artifacts have been unearthed in the new-round excavating activities at
Sanxingdui Burial Pit, among which the particularities of three head-twisting & kneel-sitting bronze
figures unearthed from Buried Pit No. 4 in terms of hairstyle, clothes-accessories and the uses have
attracted the attention of scholars. By comparing the figures' hairstyles of Shijiahe, Sanxingdui, Yinxu,
Shizhaishan and other cultural relics, we can see that the group of people who were represented and
symbolized by the head-twisting & kneel-sitting figure-statues have no high-ranking status, nor are they
indigenous persons, but may have something with the east, that is, the middle reaches of the Yangtze
River. The materials of figure-statues of Sanxingdui and Yinxu indicate that the statues are not from the
local or the Central Plains regions, and the people behind the statues may be servants, but not the lowest
rank ones. Referring to the screens excavated from the tombs of the King of Zhongshan and the one of
the King of Nanyue, and we further explore the speculation from the sizes of the bronze figures and judge
that they are the bases of the screen, and exclude the possibility that the screen is used to enclose and set
off the idols, sacred trees, bronze sacrificial vessels or altars in rituals. And the conjecture that the screen
is used for revolving rulers' or their families' seats is contradictive to the conclusion that the artifacts in
the pit were originally used for sacrificial ceremonies, it is still necessary to carry on deep research.

Keywords: Sanxingdui Cultural Relic; Head-Twisting & Kneel-Sitting Figure Statues; Hairstyle;

Clothes-Accessories; Screen

Studies on Cultivating the Cultural Subjectivity in Rural Areas with the View of

Cultural Confidence
Chen Xu

Abstract: It is the rural area that is a high-quality carrier for enhancing cultural self-confidence. In
the context of the rural revitalization strategy, the foundation of constructing rural culture lies in re-
understanding the value of rural areas, fully stimulating the cultural subjectivity of rural areas, and
enhancing rural cultural consciousness and cultural self-confidence. Because rural cultural production is
detached from rural society to a certain extent, peasants lack cultural consciousness and cultural self-
confidence. The daily life practice of farmers is not closely related to the construction of rural culture
under the leadership of the government, the social force and markets from outside lack the understanding
of rural cultural ecology, and the cultural resources there's also short of a coupling mechanism between

the outside cultural resources and native cultural subjects. The cultivation system of rural cultural
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