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Abstract: Sichuan Province Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology conducted two
archaeological excavations at the No.l building foundation remains (F1) on the Qingguanshan
Terrace, sanxingdui site in 2005 and 2012, covering an area of 1633.5 square meters.

With a rectangular plane shape, F1 is oriented 40 degrees north by west. Its remnant length is
about 64.6 meters, and remnant width is about 15.7 meters, covering nearly 1015 square meters.

With a ramp northern edge, it’s inferred that the overall shape of F1’s platform foundation is
a frustum. Instead of being built all at once, the platform foundation was gradually heaped up from
several small blocks respectively. Scattered fragments of stone bi % and elephant tusks were found
on the surface of the platform foundation.

The wall bases of F1 also have a rectangular plane shape, including inner and outer walls.
The inner wall base is in the shape of segmented lines, while the outer wall base is consecutive and
jagged. The walls bases were built by filling burnt clay and pebbles into the grooves dug downward
in the foundation, instead of directly built on the surface of it.

The only extant part of F1 is the ground, including four U-shaped wall bases opposite
each other, which roughly divide F1 into three equal parts. We have also revealed 126 circular
column holes in F1, which roughly fall into 6 rows, arranged on the south and north sides of F1
respectively, with three rows on each side. According to the distribution of column holes, there
should have been a three-meter-wide aisle in the middle of F1, stretching from the east wall to the
west wall.

Potteries unearthed from ash pit No.62, which breaks F1, are dated to as early as the early
phase of the fourth period of Sanxingdui site, equivalent to the third period of the Yinxu site.
Hence the abandonment of F1 was no later than the third period of Yinxu. F1 was the first large-
scale building remains found in the Sanxingdui site, its users should have been people of high
status. Therefore, the discovery of F1 is of great significance for the study of Sanxingdui site in the
respects of settlement structure and its changing process, and the social system and its variance.
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