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Preliminary Understandings on the Pottery
Manufacture at the Neolithic Site of Liujiazhai
in Jinchuan, Sichuan

Ren Ruibo and Chen Wei

KEYWORDS: Jinchuan District, Sichuan  Site of Liujiazhai  Pottery
Manufacture  Neolithic Period

ABSTRACT: Through the observation of typical pottery vessels unearthed from
Liujiazhai in the perspectives of manufacturing and decorating techniques, it is concluded
that Liujiazhai pottery is mainly formed by coiling and combining flat slabs of clay, while
a small number is formed by pinching. Various types of pottery bottles with restricted
orifices and pointed bottoms are found at Liujiazhai. There are at least two types of
forming techniques for the double-lip orifices, and three types (four subtypes) for the
pointed bottoms. Traces of joining of different parts of clay body can be observed in
the interior surface of large vessels such as bottles and pitchers. There are two types of
applique rims: one is flat, the other is serrated. Clay coils with uneven width attached
onto the surface of pottery can also be divided into three types according to the location
of application. They are ornamental as well as functional. The sophisticated joining and
decorating techniques among Liujiazhai pottery shed new light on the discussion of
cultural traits of the Liujiazhai site and related problems.
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