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Abstract: The Fulin site is located in the middle reaches of Dadu River in the mountainous
region of western Sichuan. Since its discovery in 1960, the site has drawn a lot of attentions in
the academic circle. In 2009 and 2010, joint excavations were carried out in this site by Sichuan
Province Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology together with collaborating institutions,
during which 582 pieces of stone artifacts were unearthed, including cores (57pcs; 9.8 % ), flakes
(243pcs; 41.7% ), blades (22pcs; 3.8% ), chunks (204pcs; 35.1% ) and tools (56pcs; 9.6% ).

A wide variety of raw materials were used to make these stone artifacts, amongst which
flint, hornstone and siliceous rocks were most commonly used, mainly for flakes and tool making.
Micro and miniature stone artifacts such as scrapers and points account for over 90% of the total,
besides a small amount of middle-sized stone artifacts like choppers. In addition, blade-like lithics
and retouched tools made of blades were observed, which indicates that people at that time had
mastered the delaminating techniques to make blades. The primary working method is hard hammer
percussion and the removal position is mostly direct. The majority of tool combinations are scrapers
and points, which were examples of the small stone tool tradition.

Most Neolithic sites in the upper and middle reaches of Dadu River have yielded similar small
stone artifacts to the Fulin site, among which the Liujiazhai site is dated to 5300-4800 B.P., and
various sites in the Hanyuan Basin are dated to about 4800 B.P. This provides a new clue for the
lower limit of age for the making and use of such stone artifacts unearthed in the Fulin site. The
Fulin site presumably belonged to the later stage of the Upper Paleolithic period, while we cannot
rule out the possibility that it was a kind of site mainly processing and using stone artifacts during
the transition period from the Paleolithic age to the Neolithic age in the mountainous region of
western Sichuan.

Key Words: Hanyuan County, Fulin site, stone artifacts, the small stone tool tradition
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